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VentureUp is promoted by: In cooperation with:

Description

• VentureUp (www.ventureup.it) is an Italian institutional platform, launched by

AIFI and Fondo Italiano d’Investimento at the end of 2015, with the aim of
promoting and catalysing contacts between startuppers and venture
capitalists, seed investors and other players active in the ecosystem

(accelerators, incubators, universities, science and technology parks)
• The website provides information and links for startups, a self-assessment

path and a marketplace section where startuppers can upload their own

projects which, once approved, will be available to the participating venture
capital investors

• It also includes other sections with documents, news, information and much

more about venture capital, business angels, business incubators,
crowdfunding platforms and national incentives
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Main features

Objectives

Institutions 
involved

The main objectives are
• improving the Italian startup ecosystem
• raising awareness and understanding of venture capital in Italy and

pointing out the differences with other players active in the startup
ecosystem

• creating a virtual place to matchmake startuppers and venture capital
(including seed) investors, in order to promote successful entrepreneurial
ideas

VentureUp is promoted by
• AIFI, Italian Private Equity, Venture Capital and Private Debt Association
• Fondo Italiano d’Investimento, an institutional player created on the

initiative of the Ministry of Treasury and Finance together with several
sponsor banks and trade associations

and in cooperation with
• Cassa depositi e prestiti, the Italian National Promotional Institution
• Invitalia, the National Agency for inward investment and economic

development
• BonelliErede, an Italian law firm with a team of over 300 professionals
• KPMG, a global network of professional firms providing audit, tax and

advisory services
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Main features

Other 
contributors

Structure

VentureUp is characterised by
• an information area with documents, presentations and links for

startuppers and a self-assessment path aimed at guiding them through the
several different players active in the startup ecosystem

• a marketplace with a reserved area for startuppers and investors

Funding 
instruments

The platform is dedicated to venture capital (seed capital, startup capital and
later stage venture capital) and provides information on alternative funding
instruments for startups

Other 
contributors

The initiative also involves
• the main Italian venture capitalists – AIFI Full Members
• IBAN, the Italian Business Angel Network Association
• the main Italian universities, academic incubators and business

accelerators and science and technology parks
• other seed investors (business angels and networks of angels, family

offices, seed funds, corporates – so called “VentureUp Friends”)
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Information area

It provides information, documents and guides on two main contents:

• Startup, focused on

• business planning

• Italian tax & legal issues

• Italian startup ecosystem, with lists (descriptions, links and contacts) of

• venture capitalists

• business angels

• managing companies of equity crowdfunding platforms

• business incubators and accelerators, science and technology parks

• national and regional incentives for startups

• startup competitions
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Self-assessment path

• All users can go through a self-assessment path based on three steps, characterised by

three questions each

• The three steps concern questions on

• business planning and market analysis

• founders and team

• funding needs, company evaluation and ownership

• The purpose is to suggest the most suitable type of player based on the characteristics,

needs and development stage of a business idea/startup

• In particular, the result gives the user some information on the player suggested and

brings him/her to the correspondent list in the information area
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• The marketplace is a virtual place aimed at connecting startuppers who are seeking

capital for their innovative ideas with venture capitalists and other seed investors

• It is characterised by a reserved area dedicated to

• startuppers, that can upload their own projects

• investors (VCs and seed), that can analyse the approved projects and, if

interested, come into direct contact with the founders

• The role of the platform ends when an investor decide to get in touch with a

startupper. The contact and the following steps of the process are managed by the

investor outside the marketplace

Marketplace – Main features
7



VentureUp is promoted by: In cooperation with:

Marketplace – Main features

• Every time a new startup is approved by VentureUp team, a notification is sent to the

most suitable investors in terms of geographic (regional) and sectoral investment

preferences. Using the link inside the email, the investors can directly analyse the

project

• However, investors have access to all the projects approved logging into the platform,

while startuppers can only manage and update their own projects

• The marketplace is based on terms and conditions and on a non-disclosure agreement

accepted by all the parties involved

8



VentureUp is promoted by: In cooperation with:

Marketplace – How it works 

• Email notification sent to investors
• The project (including attachments) is

available for the analysis
• The investors can contact the

founders using the email address or
telephone number provided

Register the
project

Fill out the 
form

Request 
publication

Have all the 
mandatory fields 
and documents 

been added? 

Email sent by VentureUp
team in order to give support

No

1 2 3

Yes The project is 
published 

From registration to publication on the marketplace – main steps

VentureUp team is always available to provide support at each step – info@ventureup.it

VentureUp team checks all the 
fields and the documents

Email confirmation sent 
to the startupper

Information on
• Contacts and references
• Sector, region and stage of development
• Funding
• Products and markets
• Economic and financial projections
• Team
Attachments: Business plan, eco-fin plan, pitch
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Sections of the form

Funding
section

Tips and 
links

Marketplace – Startupper 
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Marketplace – Investor 

Project form approved and available for investors

Project description

List of patents and 
trademarks

Team

Contacts

General 
info

Funding

Eco-fin projections

Sources of capital raised 
in the past
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Marketplace – Investor 

Dashboard
Filters

Sectors

Regions

Stage of development

Sort function

Funding needs

Sources of capital raised in the past

Startup type
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Marketplace – Team’s activities

• asks for investors’ feedbacks on the

occasion of the monthly meetings of the

AIFI Venture Capital Committee

• supports the startuppers throughout the

whole process

• participates to the meetings organized by the

Committee with the main Italian incubators and

accelerators, universities and research centres in

order to promote the platform

With the aim of improving the marketplace, VentureUp team

Startuppers Investors
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Marketplace – Lessons learnt

• the need to broaden the range of

venture capital funds, also through the

implementation of the EuVECA

Regulation

• the possibility to add functionality to the

platform to fasten investors’ analysis (e.g.

scoring indicators)

• a lack of awareness of venture capital as

well as of the differences between VCs

and the other players (such as business

angels, family offices, business incubators)

active in the ecosystem

• difficulties in elaborating a coherent and

well-structured presentation of the

business for equity investors

• some of the projects approved are in the seed stage –

need to extend the platform to seed and informal

investors

After one year since the launch and thanks to these activities, the main lessons learnt are the following

Startuppers Investors
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Achievements and next steps

In order to promote and improve the platform, in 2016 we

• invited some selected seed investors, such as business angels, family offices and

corporates (VentureUp Friends) to join the platform

• established a link between the platform and #ItalyFrontiers, the official Chambers of

Commerce database of Italian startups and innovative SMEs

• started to meet the most important Italian incubators and accelerators, universities

and research centres

• opened a corner in London, aimed at linking the Italian ecosystem to the English one

We are planning to

• link our platform to other similar European tools in order to facilitate cross-border

matching with foreign investors

• develop the cooperation with corporates (corporate venture capital)

• organise Italian events with one-to-one meetings between startuppers and investors

involved in VentureUp
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Contacts

Giovanni Fusaro, Head of VentureUp

T +39 02 7607531

E g.fusaro@aifi.it

VentureUp Team

T +39 02 7607531

E info@ventureup.it

Website http://www.ventureup.it/

Marketplace http://marketplace.ventureup.it/

Twitter https://twitter.com/up_venture
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