
Luxury goods 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS – AS OF 02 MAY 2022 

 

Article 3h of Regulation (EU) No 833/2014 as amended by Regulation (EU) 2022/428 establishes a ban 

to sell, supply, transfer or export luxury goods listed in Annex XVIII insofar as their value exceeds 

EUR 300 per item unless otherwise specified in that Annex. 

 

1. How is the EUR 300 value to be assessed? 

The EUR 300 value is to be assessed based on the statistical value of the goods in the export declaration 

(data element 99 06 000 000 or 8/6 or Box 46 of the Single Administrative Document (SAD)). The 

statistical value is defined in section 10 of Annex V of Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 

2020/1197 as the price actually paid or payable for the exported goods, excluding arbitrary or fictitious 

values. It must be adjusted, where necessary, in such a way that the statistical value contains solely and 

entirely the incidental expenses, such as transport and insurance costs, incurred to deliver the goods 

from the place of their departure to the border of the Member State of export. VAT is not to be included 

in the statistical value. 

(NEW) The calculation of statistical value and its indication in the export customs declaration is the same 

as already used and required, and is not affected by the Sanctions Regulations, but only used as a basis 

to decide whether the sanction is applicable or not. 

2. What is to be understood by “item”? 

Item is to be understood as the “supplementary unit” in the export declaration (data element 
18 02 000 000 or 6/2 or Box 41 of the SAD). Customs legislation defines the supplementary unit as the 
quantity of the item in question, expressed in the unit laid down in Union legislation, as published in 
TARIC. 

For goods that do not have a supplementary unit in TARIC, the information on “number of packages” 
(data element 18 06 004 000 or 6/10 or Box 31 of the SAD) could be used to check the 
threshold. Customs legislation defines packages as the smallest external packing unit. The number of 
packages to be stated in an export declaration refers to the individual items packaged in such a way that 
they cannot be divided without first undoing the packing, or the number of pieces, if unpackaged. The 
codes to be stated follow the UNECE recommendation on the matter. The UNECE recommends 
recording the “immediate wrapping or receptacle of the goods, which the purchaser normally acquires 
with them in retail sales”. 

Accordingly, an item means usual packaging for retail sale, e.g. a package of 3 bottles of perfume if they 
are sold together, or a bottle of perfume if it is meant to be sold separately. 

Pursuant to Article 15 of the Union Customs Code, the persons providing information to the customs 
authorities are responsible for the accuracy and completeness of the information provided. If necessary, 
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the customs authorities may require additional information (invoices, physical controls) to verify the 
information stated in the customs declaration and whether or not the threshold is reached. 

3. Does the ban apply to goods that originate from non-EU countries and transit via the EU 

towards Russia, including when the originating countries have not decided similar sanctions 

themselves?  

Yes, the prohibition on the transfer of luxury goods to any natural or legal person, entity or body in 

Russia or for use in Russia applies to the transit via the EU territory of those luxury goods. Often, the 

transfer would involve the transportation of the goods, which is itself prohibited by the transfer 

prohibition. 

4. Does the ban apply to goods originating in the EU transiting through Russia towards further 

destinations such as Central Asia?  

In principle, the ban would not apply here. However, the goods must be genuinely destined to a third 

country and for use outside Russia. Therefore, EU operators should have in place adequate due diligence 

procedures to ensure that their exports are not diverted to Russia – especially in case of transshipments 

via Russia. This could include, for instance, contractual clauses with their third-country business partners 

giving rise to liability in case the latter re-export the items to Russia, as well as ex post verifications. 

Please also note that under Article 12, EU operators cannot willingly or intentionally circumvent the 

prohibitions in place. 

5. (NEW) Can goods of over 300€ already imported in Russia be sold?  

Article 3h of Regulation (EU) No 833/2014 as amended by Regulation (EU) 2022/428 prohibits the sale, 

supply, transfer or export, directly or indirectly, of luxury goods. The prohibition is therefore broader 

than exports. Article 13, which sets out the jurisdictional scope of the restrictive measures laid down in 

Regulation (EU) No 833/2014 provides that these do not only apply in the territory of the Union but also 

to any national of a Member State, and to any legal person incorporated or constituted under the law of 

a Member State, irrespective of where that person or legal person is.  

Accordingly: 

 EU nationals or EU companies are prohibited from providing luxury goods as defined in 

Article 3h of Regulation (EU) No 833/2014 to a person in Russia or for use in Russia even if the 

goods have already been imported in the country.  

 EU operators are furthermore prohibited from participating, knowingly and intentionally, in 

activities the object or effect of which is to circumvent these export restrictions.  

 However, EU sanctions do not apply extra-territorially.  Therefore, if the bottles have been 

imported by a Russian person or company before the imposition of sanctions and are now being 

sold in Russia by these companies, the prohibition would not apply.  

 Note that there is also an exception applying to goods which are necessary for the official 

purposes of diplomatic or consular missions of Member States or partner countries in Russia, or 

of international organisations enjoying immunities in accordance with international law. The 

exception also applies to the personal effects of their staff.  
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6. What is the purpose of the derogation introduced for the transfer and export of cultural goods 

(Article 3h(4))? 

The EU sanctions on luxury goods transferred or exported from the EU to Russia are not meant to 

hamper cultural cooperation with Russia. A clarification is introduced for the safe and prompt return to 

Russia of cultural goods, such as works of art, which are on loan in the EU in the context of formal 

cultural cooperation with Russia. 

7. How will national authorities grant the derogation in Article 3h(4)?  

In order to allow for the swift return of cultural goods to Russia, an authorisation must be granted by 

the national competent authority. This authorisation can be granted at any moment, but at the latest 

before the goods leave the Union’s territory. This will allow the national customs authorities at the 

Russian border to verify that the export is duly authorised. 

8. (NEW) Point 17) of Annex XVIII refers to a list of vehicles and appliances and “accessories and 

spare parts” of those. What is the scope of “accessories and spare parts”? Does it apply to 

accessories and spare parts of vehicles of a value of EUR 50 000 or below? What is the value 

threshold applicable to these accessories and spare parts? 

Article 3h of Council Regulation (EU) No 833/2014 as amended by Council Regulation (EU) 2022/428 of 

15 March 2022 provides for the prohibition to sell, supply, transfer or export goods listed in Annex XVIII 

of the same Regulation to any natural or legal person, entity or body in Russia or for use in Russia. The 

same article establishes that such a prohibition shall apply to the goods listed insofar as their value 

exceeds EUR 300 per item unless otherwise specified in the Annex. 

Point 17) of Annex XVIII refers to vehicles, except ambulances, for the transport of persons on earth, air 

or sea of a value exceeding EUR 50 000 each, teleferics, chairlifts, ski-draglines, traction mechanisms for 

funiculars, motorbikes of a value exceeding EUR 5 000 each, as well as their accessories and spare parts. 

In relation to the accessories and spare parts, the above mentioned provision and annex should be 

applied as follows:  

 accessories and spare parts of a value of or below EUR 300 per item are not subject to the 

restrictions provided for in Article 3h  

 accessories and spare parts listed in point 17 of Annex XVIII of a value exceeding EUR 300 that 

are not intended for the use of the vehicles and appliances also listed there are not subject to 

the restrictions provided for in Article 3h. This means, i.e. that the prohibition does not apply to 

accessories and spare parts of vehicles of a value of EUR 50 000 or below. 

 accessories and spare parts listed in point 17 of Annex XVIII of a value exceeding EUR 300 that 

are intended for the use of the vehicles and appliances listed there are subject to the 

restrictions provided for in Article 3h.  


